
Fiction. Ten Seconds Into Our
Future. The Journey Home
One day in the future, the world has nearly depleted its
resources.  Natural  resources  have  been  over-mined,
agricultural land over-farmed, the seas over-fished and over-
farmed. A surge of population growth in the developing world
has led to over-population and overcrowding in cities, while
some areas face neglect and become under-populated. Parts of
the world become dumping grounds for industrial and energy
(read  nuclear)  waste.  These  areas  become  permanently
uninhabitable.

The  rise  of  robotics  and  artificial  intelligence  is  a
significant  factor  in  exacerbating  inequality  through  mass
unemployment and a rising share of output accruing to owners
of capital. Inequality of wealth within countries gives way to
social tensions and domestic secular terrorism and limited
civil war. Countries turn inwards and escalate an existing
economic and trade war. In some cases, these turn into full
martial conflict.

The complete depletion of resources forces some countries to
surrender to others in order to survive. Eventually there is
peace,  but  the  scarcity  problem  persists.  A  united  Earth
begins to search a new home, a new planet on which to settle.
One is found some 200 light years away. Analysis indicates a
resource rich world with an atmosphere and gravity similar to
Earth’s,  not  only  capable  of  supporting,  but  on  current
evidence,  actually  supporting  life.  Unfortunately,  this
includes intelligent, humanoid life.

An analysis of animal behaviour suggests that the optimal
approach  is  invasion.  Spacecraft  are  built  to  not  only
transport the human population of Earth to the new planet but
provisions are made for combat and conquest. Fortunately, the
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evidence is that the population of the new planet, dubbed,
KoHo, is relatively technologically primitive and easy prey.

50 years of preparation later, Earth is evacuated and the
first transports are launched, destination KoHo. A 400 year
journey begins. The period begins in peaceful cooperation but
soon,  civil  strife  ensues,  on  account  of  inequality  and
segregation by wealth and social status. A revolutionary, left
wing faction develops commanding some 20% of the fleet and
population. War erupts lasting 100 years. The war ends in the
destruction of the revolutionaries and some 50% of the fleet
and population.

The surviving population rebuilds and continues their journey
to KoHo. Upon entering the KoHo system, there are initially
difficulties in locating the planet KoHo. When the planet is
finally identified, landing parties find an abandoned planet
devoid of life or resources.

Archaeological studies indicate that a humanoid species lived
on KoHo and, similar to humans, ruled the planet at the top of
the  food  chain,  using  its  intelligence  and  technology  to
dominate the planet.

One day, this world had nearly depleted its resources. Natural
resources had been over-mined, agricultural land over-farmed,
the seas over-fished and over-farmed. A surge of population
growth had led to over-population and overcrowding in cities,
while some areas faced neglect and became under-populated.
Parts  of  the  planet  became  dumping  grounds  for  toxic
industrial and energy waste. These areas became permanently
uninhabitable…

A solution had to be found. Fortunately, a living, breathing
planet was found, a blue planet some 200 light years away…


